
Here’s a comprehensive list of signal phrases, categorized by their function.  

 

1. Introducing a Source or Quotation 

These signal phrases introduce a source’s ideas or a direct quote. 

• According to [Author], … 

• As [Author] states, … 

• [Author] explains, … 

• [Author] argues that … 

• [Author] suggests, … 

• As [Author] notes, … 

• In the words of [Author], … 

• [Author] writes, … 

• [Author] maintains, … 

• [Author] emphasizes, … 

 

2. Indicating Agreement 

These phrases show alignment with a source’s argument. 

• [Author] agrees that … 

• Similarly, [Author] states that … 

• [Author] confirms that … 

• As [Author] supports, … 

• Echoing this view, [Author] states … 

• [Author] concurs that … 

• Reinforcing this idea, [Author] suggests … 

• [Author] endorses the view that … 

• This aligns with [Author]’s argument that … 

• [Author] affirms that … 

 

3. Indicating Disagreement 

These phrases highlight a counterargument or critique. 

• However, [Author] challenges this by stating … 

• [Author] refutes this claim by arguing … 

• Contradicting this idea, [Author] asserts … 

• In contrast, [Author] maintains that … 

• [Author] disputes this notion, claiming that … 

• Opposing this perspective, [Author] states … 

• [Author] objects to this argument, noting … 

• This argument is contested by [Author], who states … 



• [Author] dismisses this as … 

• [Author] criticizes this claim, arguing that … 

 

4. Indicating Uncertainty or Speculation 

Use these when discussing tentative conclusions. 

• [Author] suggests that … 

• It is possible that … 

• Some scholars speculate that … 

• There is some debate about whether … 

• [Author] proposes that … 

• As [Author] hypothesizes, … 

• It may be the case that … 

• [Author] theorizes that … 

• Some evidence implies that … 

• Research hints at the possibility that … 

 

5. Presenting Evidence or Examples 

Use these when introducing supporting information. 

• For instance, [Author] describes … 

• As an example, consider … 

• [Author] provides evidence that … 

• Research conducted by [Author] shows … 

• To illustrate this, [Author] explains … 

• A case study by [Author] demonstrates … 

• [Author] highlights a key example of … 

• This can be seen in the findings of [Author], who states … 

• In support of this, [Author] presents … 

• The data collected by [Author] reveals … 

 

6. Comparing and Contrasting 

These phrases help draw similarities or differences. 

• Similarly, [Author] finds that … 

• Likewise, [Author] notes … 

• In comparison, [Author] states … 

• In the same way, [Author] suggests … 

• On the other hand, [Author] claims … 

• By contrast, [Author] argues that … 

• While [Author] suggests X, [Another Author] believes Y … 



• Unlike [Author], [Another Author] states … 

• [Author] takes a different approach, suggesting … 

• This differs from [Author]’s claim that … 

 

7. Clarifying or Explaining 

Use these when further elaborating on an idea. 

• In other words, … 

• That is to say, … 

• Put simply, … 

• To clarify, … 

• This means that … 

• More specifically, … 

• As [Author] elaborates, … 

• What this suggests is … 

• This can be interpreted as … 

• Stated differently, … 

 

8. Indicating Cause and Effect 

These phrases establish causal relationships. 

• As a result, … 

• Consequently, … 

• Because of this, … 

• Due to this, … 

• This led to … 

• Therefore, … 

• Thus, … 

• This explains why … 

• One consequence of this is … 

• [Author] links this outcome to … 

 

9. Emphasizing a Point 

These phrases highlight important details. 

• It is important to note that … 

• Notably, … 

• Significantly, … 

• [Author] stresses that … 

• What is particularly striking is … 

• A key point to remember is … 



• Most importantly, … 

• [Author] highlights that … 

• It should be emphasized that … 

• This is crucial because … 

 

10. Concluding or Summarizing 

Use these when wrapping up a discussion or synthesizing points. 

• In conclusion, [Author] asserts that … 

• To summarize, … 

• Ultimately, [Author] argues … 

• As a final point, … 

• To bring this together, … 

• Overall, the evidence suggests … 

• This supports the broader conclusion that … 

• In sum, [Author] maintains … 

• Taken together, these findings indicate … 

• In light of this, [Author] concludes … 

 


	1. Introducing a Source or Quotation
	2. Indicating Agreement
	3. Indicating Disagreement
	4. Indicating Uncertainty or Speculation
	5. Presenting Evidence or Examples
	6. Comparing and Contrasting
	7. Clarifying or Explaining
	8. Indicating Cause and Effect
	9. Emphasizing a Point
	10. Concluding or Summarizing

